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Van Sertima discusses Africans' role
in ancient Americas
Maura Parsons
Staff Writer
Many Americans identify
ChristopherColumbus as the first
person to discover the Americas. Yet, Black History scholar
and anthropologist Ivan Van
Sertima and his colleagues encountered new evidence that suggests that Africans made contact
with the "new world" long before Columbus. If this new
theory is widely embraced, history may be greatly changed.
Van Sertima, a professor at
Rutgers and a native of South
Africa, presented a lecture in the
Oak Room on Thursday evening
based upon his controversial
book entitled, They Came Before Columbus. The department
of Multicultural Relations sponsored this lecture as part of the
university's celebration of Black
History Month.
Van Sertima discovered vari-

ous forms of evidence to support his theory. According to
him, Christopher Columbus was
the first person to identify Africans in the New World when he
landed in the Americas. He
pointed to other retrieved documents that suggest that other
European explorers also witnessed Africans that resided in
the Americas.
Besides these documents,
Van Sertima discussed various
African archaeological evidence
discovered in the Americas. This
evidence includes African skulls
and scripts found in the Virgin
Islands, jewelry, headdresses
and spears found throughout the
Americas that Van Sertima asserts could only have come from
Africa. Van Sertima believes
that much of this physical evidence predates the time of
Columbus's journey to the New
World.
"I never will say that Afri-

cans found American Civilization. I've pointed to the fact that
they made contact with America
before Columbus," said Van
Sertima.
Van Sertima's theory has not
been without its share of controversy. Various scholars attacked
Van Sertima's theory and questioned the validity of his research.
He was accused by some of developing this theory "just to make
Africans feel better."
Critics have also charged Van
Sertima with considering the African race superior to others be-

New facility to
augment athletic
program
Kate Meehan
Staff Writer

Beach Road
parking still an
issue for students
Todd Chiaramida
Staff Writer
Parking for Fairfield University students who live on
Fairfield Beach Road between
Reef Road and Rowland Road
has not been easy lately. This is
because of the concern voiced
by the Fairfield Beach Road Association for pedestrian safety.
According to Bill Hurley,
Fairfield Town engineer,
Fairfield Beach Road needs to
be widened another two feet
from the present 30 feet to handle
parking and traffic. The question of pedestrian safety is also
being considered. Ed Gleason,
one of five Fairfield Police Commissioners, has proposed a walkway for joggers, rollerbladers
and pedestrians. This would require a five-foot wide walkway

plus another five feet of grass as
a buffer zone from the street.
The town owns approximately 10 feet of property on
either side of Fairfield Beach
road, which allows enough room
to build the proposed walkway
and widen the street to accommodate parking and traffic.
However, questions still remain
to be answered. Will the Fairfield
Beach Road Association, now
that it has voiced concern over
the safety of pedestrians, be willing to give up town land, which
they have landscaped, for the
safety of the pedestrians? Will
students and summer residents
have to give up these parking
spaces permanently, in favor of
the walkway so that members of
the Fairfield Beach Road Association can keep town land?

cause of his claims. Van Sertima
responded that his "discoveries
have nothing to do with superiority and inferiority."
Van Sertima stated that history is continuously being rediscovered. He urged the audience
and his critics to keep an open
mind about his theory and supporting evidence. After his lecture concluded, he presented a
slide show featuring some of the
artifacts that he believes support
his claim that Africans came to
the Americas before Columbus.

The rapidly growing athletic
program at Fairfield University
is due to advance further within
the next year. A $4.7 million
addition to the Athletic Center is
scheduled to begin this March
and may be completed as soon as
December. This major project is
aimed at enhancing the
University's athletic facilities as
a whole, allowing sports related
activities to run more efficiently.
The renovated Athletic Center will include a large locker
room on the first floor to accommodate the football team and an
equally impressive locker room
for men's and women's basketball on the second floor. It will
also feature a practice facility as
well as a4,700 square foot weight
training center. In addition, the
Athletic Center will also house
an administrative and coaching
office as well as a multimedia
recruiting center for prospective
athletes.
The improvements also include an academic study center
focused on assisting athletes
scholastically: The 22,000
square foot study area will not
only provide varsity athletes with
a quiet atmosphere in which to
study but will also provide stu-

dents with both reference materials and tutorial stations for oneon-one tutoring.
The expansion of the Athletic
Center will affect both the Recreational Complex and Alumni Hall
in that it will leave a larger amount
of free space in both buildings.
Gene Doris, Director of Athletics, explained that these vacancies will be filled with more
equipment to better accommodate the students. Doris said,
"The basement of Alumni Hall
will contain a new free weight
multipurpose area." This facility, while still in the design stage,
will consist of a 1,000 square
foot area for free weights.
The area in the Recreational
Complex that now accommodates many offices is to become a
multipurpose facility which will
include a cardiovascular area
complete with treadmills and
bikes.
Doris explained that the expansion to the Athletic Center
will greatly benefit athletes and
the University as a whole. The
addition will not only enable the
athletic community to house all
related offices in one central
building, but will also allow athletes to utilize more accessible
resources while the University
enjoys a much larger facility with
more equipment.
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Campus Beat
Jo A n n Gometz
News Editor
Security Notice: Last week the Security Department became involved in an
active investigation with the Fairfield Police Department regarding the forging
of Connecticut State Drivers' Licenses. One student was arrested for the
possession of a forged document, and the Fairfield police activated a search
warrant for another student's residence hall room. The investigation is continuing.
There were five alcohol violations last week, two involved Prep students, one
involved non-students. Reports were sent to the appropriate authorities.
On Wed., Feb. 12, at 4:30 a.m. there was a case of disorderly conduct. A verbal
dispute took place in Gonzaga Hall. The report was sent to Judicial.
On Fri., Feb. 14, at 3:13 a.m. a laptop computer was stolen from an unlocked
room in Campion Hall. The case is under investigation.
On Sat., Feb. 15, at 3:36 a.m. an unlocked room was entered in Jogues Hall.
CD's and a wallet were taken from the room, which was occupied at the time.
The case is being investigated.
Also, at 7:04 a.m. Security officers assisted the Fairfield police in apprehending a student who had left a restaurant in town without paying. The student made
restitution.
On Sun., Feb. 16, at 1:57 p.m. there was a two-car accident in front of Loyola
Hall. There were no injuries.
On Mon., Feb. 17, at 5:12 p.m. a missing person report was filed with the
Security Department, by the parents of a student. When Security checked the
case out, they found that the student was simply late in arriving back from the
vacation.
On Tues., Feb. 18, at 1:17 a.m. there was a theft of motor vehicle parts from
the Jogues lot. Acting on the report of suspicious activity in the area, Fairfield
police stopped a car containing non-students as well as the stolen car parts. The
individuals were arrested.

s^ampud
,p ud C^ner
The School of Nursing Dinner will be held Thurs., Feb. 20, at 5 p.m. in the Oak
Room.
Fri. and Sat., Feb. 21 and 22, Fairfield will host the second-annual Diversity
Conference.
Fairfield Women's Basketball vs. Iona is Thurs., Feb. 20, at 7:30 p.m. in
Alumni Hall.
Fairfield Men's Basketball last home game is Fri., Feb. 21, at 7:30 p.m. in
Alumni Hall. BEAT NIAGARA!
This weekend's FUSA Film is 101 Dalmations, to be shown in the Gonzaga
Auditorium on Fri., Feb. 21, at 10 p.m.; Sat., Feb. 22, at 8 p.m.; and Sun., Feb.
23, at 3 and 9 p.m.

Classifieds
***SPRING BREAK '97*** CANCUN, JAMAICA, BAHAMAS, KEY
WEST, SOUTH PADRE, PANAMA CITY, DAYTONA! FREE "MEALS &
DRINKS" PACKAGE FOR PAYMENTS RECEIVED BY JANUARY 31!
GROUP DISCOUNTS FOR 8 OR MORE! TROPICAL TOURS INC. @ 1-800931-8687.
SPRING BREAK '97 WAKE AND BAKE! HOT DESTINATIONS! FREE
PARTIES! LOWEST PRICES! FR: $99. ORGANIZE GROUP....EARN FREE
TRIP!! 1-800-426-7710. WWW.SUNSPLASHTOURS.COM
*$200-$500 WEEKLY* Mailing phone cards. No experience necessary. For
more information send a self-adressed, stamped envelope to: Global Communication, P.O. Box 5679, Hollywood, FL 33083.

CHEERS

BOOS

to a musical interlude...to friends who
put up with you even when you hate
Valentine's Day...to me, because I need to
be cheered...to hooking up with two Brians
in one night...to being the welcoming committee once again...to the full moon this
weekend.. .to late nights at the Girls Dup.. .to
Eli's...to the one man band...to rekindling
with certain lax goalies-looking forward to
our next hookup on Graduation...to the
basketball team...to Sunday Eniojukan...to
Gale joining the friendlist...to the KID...to
the Baked Potato girls...to while you are
up...to I live it when you call me Big
Poppa...to great long weekends...to getting
rockedBronx...toBillieDeandColt45...to
that little green toothbrush...to the nuns on
Kilroe Street...to Gladys, the happiest bartender in the world at Fella's...to beating
Noreen-any day, any time...to 61...to cable
in the room...to Schwartz's favorite
Mirrors...wanting a piece of Schwartz...to
wanting your roommate to listen in...to the
man standing in the doorway...to the
pseudo-spring chicken.. .to Hickey Girl.. .to
bat boy...to Pike's Place...to the Weasel/
Golden Child...to being able to change
clothes in the middle of driving...to
"Meghan, let me show you how to have an
Orgasm".. .to the Italian Stallion-I love your
new specks...to meeting one of the most
important people in my life- I love you
Jill...to friends snuggling.. .to Mav...to DHB,
SA, I can't spell, phopho, and Salsa -you
are so sexy...to hot and spicy Salsa...to SA
at Snowball...to direct eye contact...to "the
busride" and "midnight visits"...to a big
honking stalk of Broccoli...to all the freshman moments...to senior swimmers...to
Foxy-congrats on 4th place...to freshman
women swimmers-great job we couldn't
have done it without you...to Phil "we're
not moving"...to naked swim parties...to
Deirdre and her love and support-let us
help you...to voluptuousness...to JJ-Happy
21st-love the Girls...to P.C.-I put in a good
word.. .to P.K-y ou Greek God.. .to Matt and
his great number 8...to Venice, Florida for
Spring Break-Here we come.. .to male-bashing Valentine's nights...to burning
BMWs...to the new way of voo-doo with
darts...to Paige R. and Dennis R. and their
secret rendezvous...to Ass Krispies and
Nipple Jax...to Blasphemous Heathens...to
hooking up with another one of Thorburn' s
friends...to Vermont-Thanx Maz...to waiting on line for 2 hours and finally getting
into "Cuzins"...to 2 hours in the hot tub-to
Chappy...to eating all the pickels...to
Hollie's
brownies...to
Rockey
II,III,&IV...to being off track and finding
the light...to the "Booze-bag" hat...to
Simon, Garfunkel and "Boyd"...to a great
ski weekend.. .to everyone helping with the
clean-up...to Ryan fixing the stereo...to
yummy brownies...to saving your friend
from falling in the fire place...to returning
the favor and baptising pres-elect. ..to Mere
and Lauren for helping me through last
week-I love y'alL.to Dan and Pete good
luck diving watch out for your noses and
for belly flops...to Nova's love of snakesthanks for making me smile-Sova...to the
poor white trash getting the insanity, keep
your fingers crossed guys...to the Oregon
boy-thanks for the shoulder James...

to driving to Philly in snow, sleet, and
freezing rain...to profs assigning major semester work over the weekend- hello, we
do have lives!...to thinking you're crazy
because the actors' mouths don't match
the words...to taking advantage of your
drunk neighbor, on his birthday and stealing his clothes...to hickeys on your leg...to
black eyes from your supposed friends...to
being hoisted through a kitchen window in
the Bronx...to that damn prairie fire...to
almost getting your butt kicked in the
Bronx...to buy a rose, or you're dead...to
the White Sundance-you know who you
are...to Ernie for going home this past
weekend...to not knowing how to act like
you
anymore...to
Thorburn's
harrassments...to Thorburn for bringing
up more friends from home-it's all your
fault...to Matt Shea, you can do better than
that-Jim did...to chic cliques-get over
yourselves...to the Albino Pigeon...to girls
just smile-you know who you are...to
friends stealing sweatshirts...to anal hotel
managers...to 'basement hook-ups'.. .to the
BIG "Brooklyn Night"...to nightmare
weekends in Florida...to friends who go
home to Boston...to ankle-biting
skoochies...to being a klutz and breaking a
beautiful bowl...to skiing into a tree...to
getting a flat tire on the way home...to
having to come home... to rolling "four".. .to
burnt chicken...to the "anti-socialities"
downstairs...to not going sleighriding...to
naked men in random McDonald's
bathrooms., .to people snoring and keeping
others up...to duckman-you need a lifeFUSA...to off-campus housing rules and
Humphrey's, "what's your damage"...to
always being in arush...to supposed hookups not showing up...to fighting with
Jared...to warm beer and long lines...to
Thorburn and Rhode for trying to write
boos about us-we're on the staff..to the
bouncer at Larkins...to hooking up with
randoms...to hooking up with Buck/Puckwhat's his name?...to not being able to get
drunk on Saturday...to drinking Long Island iceteas...to puking outside of
Larkins...to the bartender at Eli's, go home
to your wife...to Soco and lime, it's limejuice, not a lime slice...to having to do the
shot in the bathroom.. .to holding someone's
nose while they do the shot..to boring
articles-enough of the Catholicism...to senior year...to being frightened about what
will happen in South Padre...to Lynch for
thinking were all going to go for him...to
the guys thinking that we want to hang out
with them in South Padre-get a life, we
want to find others...to been there, done
that...to Duffel for being the man of the
hour...to hitting girls...to dirty houses...to
not having a Naught schedule-JK ask your
boyfriend...to finally having the day be
there, and not having him go out...to filling
out cap and gown cards, don't rush us
out...to thinking we've been replaced at
Eli's...to the twins being everywhere, stay
in where you belong...to random singers
on a Monday nights waking you up.. .to too
many job interviews in one week...to too
many job offers.. .to your mother not knowing if your graduating or not...to making
Jurk's cousin sleep on the couch...to working Jurk's cousin...to graduating...
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Adams' lecture reveals
museum controversies
JoAnn Gometz
News Editor
Dr. Robert McCormack
Adams, Secretary of the
Smithsonian Institution from
1984 to 1994, m^mmmmgm
spoke to a group of
his "peers, and
peers to come in
the next generation," last Thursday, about the
"Evolution of the
Museum
as
Temple, Forum,
Treasurehouse,
and Laboratory."
Adams' lecture,
sponsored
by
Fairfield
University' s
Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa and
the Fairfield University Honors
Program, focused on the changing face of the nation's museums,
including the increasing controversy over the political nature of
exhibits and their presentation to
the public.
Of the Smithsonian's approximately 140 million objects, only
about 1 million will ever see the
light of day, Adams said. He
pointed out that the value of an
object relies upon the context in
which it is placed and.in which it
is seen. For example, plant and
animal specimens that might be
uninteresting to the viewing public can be the only way to determine rare gene frequencies.
Adams revealed that one problem facing museums today is the
contrast between an even presentation of the artifacts and their
effects with the private interests
of the sponsoring groups. One
example that he offered was an
exhibit entitled, "Science in
American Life," which came un-

der fire from the sponsors, who
wanted the exhibit to reflect all
that science had done to improve American life, while the
curators had to weigh that side
against the drawbacks and other

11

viewer and the purpose of the exhibit. He cited an exhibit by the
Chicago Historical Society in
which a Lincoln exhibit was replaced with an exhibit dealing with
the role of race and slavery in the
wm^^^^ 1850s. The Director was asked for
his resignation because the trustees
felt the exhibit was
too revolutionary.
It was the best attended exhibit in
the Society's history.
"If there is a
crisis, it is due to
rising public interest and involvement," Adams said.
^^^^^^^"™He added that the
attendance at museums in the
United States, per year, is greater
than the attendance at all professional sports events, combined.
Adams fielded questions from
the audience after the lecture. One
regarded the Enola Gay exhibit,
which was taken down because of
extreme controversy over the
; exhibit's two parts; the first, the
anniversary of the end of World
War II, and the second, the dropping of the bombs on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, Japan. Adams said
that the Smithsonian was probably incorrect in the attempt to
join the two, and he said that, from
the beginning, when the plans were
presented to Air Force officials
for ideas and improvements, the
exhibit was "out of hand."
"Museum doors are open to
all," Adams said, "they do not test
for prior academic achievement
or openness of mind."
Adams said, "Museums have
come a long way from the cabinets of curiosities of princes, several centuries ago."

How balanced a view
should a museum
present, and whose
view should prevail if
views conflict?ff
points of the display.
As centers of heritage,
Adams said museums are very
dependent upon public funding. However, he also said that
they have to reach a medium
between becoming places of
open and independent scholarly research and places of contention. They are increasingly
becoming, "flashpoints," he
said.
"How balanced a view
should a museum present, and
whose view should prevail if
views conflict?" Adams said.
He cited one incidence when a
museum was criticized for being "politically correct" when
it changed a diorama to reflect
the role of the lioness as the
principal hunter of the pride.
Adams went on to discuss
the boundaries of art as opposed to artifacts, and of archaeology as opposed to art
history, all of which affect the
presentation of an object in a
museum, in relation to the

STUDY ABROAD AT
FRANKLIN COLLEGE
LUGANO, SWITZERLAND
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APPLY BY MARCH IS AND QUALIFY TO
FLY FREE TO SWITZERLAND!!!
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All the Legal Travel *#*%#
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Franklin College is an accredited liberal arts college
in Switzerland. Located in the heart of Europe,
Franklin offers the perfect academic, social, and travel
opportunities for the study abroad student.
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Council Travel
Elm Street, New Haven
203-562-5335
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS EXCITING
OPPORTUNITY PLEASE CONTACT US!
135 East 65th Street
New York, NY 10021
Home Pagerhttp/Avww.fc.edu

Tel: (212) 772-2090
Fax: (212) 772-2718
E-Mail us at: info@fc.edu
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Senior Week
plans considered
Jodi DiGregorio
Staff Writer
For freshmen, graduation
seems a million years away.
Their only hope is that they
make it there. And then, before they realize it, they're
saying goodbye to best friends
and hello to a new life. All
that's left of four years is
memories of late nights and
crazy times - memories that
are brought together in an epilogue entitled "Senior Week."
Senior Week is devoted to
the seniors, the ones who have
made it through the grueling
effects of college and lived to
tell about it. It is a series of
events, planned
entirely by a ^^ammmmmm
M
staff of juniors,
which begin the
day after the last
final. This year,
Senior Week
will begin on
Tuesday, May
13 with the Jesuit social behind Bellarmine
Hall. There will
be a senior
brunch on Wednesday afternoon, followed by a cruise that
evening. Thursday's events
will be the senior semi-formal
and slide show on Friday. The
parents dance, Senior Week's
biggest event, will be held Saturday evening, and graduation
will be on Sunday. The week
will end with a huge bonfire
Sunday evening - the final
event experienced by seniors
at Fairfield University.
Frank Natale and Jessica
Dionne are the co-chairs of
Senior Week. They, with the
help of advisor Matt Dinnan,
are in charge of coordinating
and pulling everything together. There are 27 subchairs, each of whom are in
charge of either a specific
event or behind the scenes activities. Graduate students
Patti Quitero, Kerry Kennedy,
John Kilker, Monica Jass, and
Campus Center staff worker
Jeanne DiMuzio are the subchair advisors.
The theme for this year's

Senior Week has not been decided. Since interviews for subchair positions finished on February 7, the entire committee has
only been able to meet once.
Therefore, not much has been discussed in terms of a possible
theme. Past themes have included
Glory Days, An Affair to Remember, and Celebrations.
Another aspect which has not
been decided is the price. Senior
Week is ticket sponsored, meaning that funding is based solely on
ticket sales. Last year's expenses
came to $125,000, with tents and
lights alone costing approximately
$40,000. Should the costs remain
the same this year, seniors will
end up shelling out approximately
$100 to $150.
^^^^^^^" Although this
seems like a lot to
pay for the
week's activities,
it is significantly
less than what
some
other
schools charge.
For example,
Boston College's
senior week costs
about three times
more per person
than Fairfield University's. This
is due to the fact that most of the
events at Boston College take
place off campus. Because senior
week here is on campus, the prices
are lower and students can attend
more events. The Senior Week
committee will try to keep ticket
prices as low as possible.
Co-chair Jessica Dionne said,
"I'm really excited. I think it will
be fun seeing everything come
together, especially now that the
sub-chairs are set. It's a lot of
work, but it will definitely be
worth it."
Kerry AnneO'Callaghan, subchair for Parents' Needs, is also
pleased to be on the committee
for Senior Week. "I think with
the effort and enthusiasm of the
juniors, the seniors will have a
weekthey won'teverforget," she
said.
While the co-chairs and subchairs for Senior Week have already been decided, the general
committee is still accepting applications, which will be available in
March for those interested.

...the
seniors will
have a week
they won't
ever forget."

Cheers and Boos are
due to the Mirror office by Sunday night.
Due to space limitations, not all cheers
and boos can be
printed at once! Sorry!
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Conference still
seeking diverse
participants
PR - Students and facult may
still register for the Second Annual
Conference
on
Multiculturalism and Divesity
in Higher Education, to be held
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 21
and 22. Registration for faculty
is $35. Fairfield students may
attend all activities free except
for a lunch on Saturday which
will cost $7 or the equivalent in
Stag Bucks.
Larri Mazon (ext. 2909)< director of Multicultural Relations,
is coordinating registration.
The conference will deal with
topics concerning ethnicity, the
meaning of diversity at colleges,
disabilities, the curriculum and
gender issues. A large number
of Fairfield students and facutly
wil appear as panelists, moderators and presenters. The workshop on "The functions and Dysfunctions of a Diversity Requirement" on the opening day
at 1:30 in Canisius 306 will include faculty members Alan
Katz, Sally O'Driscoll, Elizabeth Hohl and Leo O'Connor.
Simultaneously in Canisius 305,
another Fairfield group comprised of Barbara Waters, Lynn
Haley-Banez, Mary Spiegel,
Margaret Glick and Georgia Day
plus Joseph Sheehan of
Merrimack College will consider
recruitment and admissions.
At the same time, another
panel in Canisius 304 will discuss "Non Catholic Students at
Catholic Universities." Participating will be Ellen Umansky,
David Schmidt, Gita Rajan and
Kevin McKelvy plus two students, Jennifer Kiecherr and
Pericles Koutroulas.
Also on Friday, a panel on
students activities in the
McEleney Room will feature
administrators
James
Fitzpatrick, Henry Humphreys,
Larri Mazon and Cynthia Swift
and students Luis Ballera, Yaun
Deng, Michael Franz, Emi
Kondo, Brian Mello, Michael
Reardon, Brian Remigio and
Rachean Rose.
The workshop on learning
through international programs,
in the Oak Room, will be led by
Beverly Kahn, and present students Siobhan Dooling, Marie
Jacques, Jennifer Sharp, Jennifer Stojoak, Christy Vidal,

Kathryn Clark, Lea Toussas,
David Wakefield, Ellen Whelan
and Bettina Hahne.
Other University panelists
who will discuss linking service
and experiential learning through
coursework are Suzanna
McAvoy, Eugene Murphy, Phil
Greiner, Amber Vober. Kessoca
Giudici, Taryn Hamlin, Christina Thomas, Amy Penny packer,
Chris Poplasky, Jennifer Regan
and Jennifer Strycharz.
Fairfield participants on Saturday, Feb. 22, will be MarieAgnes Sourieau, W. Nick Hill
("Identity and the Self); Johanna
X. K. Garvey ("Literature, Film
and Sociology Texts Talk About
Diversity"); Paul Davis, Walter
Petry, Ralph Coury and Larry
Kazura ("Historical Perspectives
on Conflict and Change"); Alan
Katz ("Transforming the Curriculum").
Also, Anthony Costa ("Perhaps Students to Deal with Diversity in Careers"); Larri
Mazon, Gwen Vendley, Christopher Deis ("Crisis Management Following a Hate Incident"); Alice Mclntyre. Lynn
Haley-Banez ("Race, Social
Class and Sexual Identity in
Higher Education"); Rodolfo
Rosado ("University and Community Collaboration"); Paul
Lakeland ("Religious Issues in
Higher Education"); JoanFleitas
("Diversity in the Curriculum");
Maria Jacques, Lynda JacksonSealy, Georgette Fogarty, Jody
Ann Gooden, Gerline Fluery,
Ted Wing III ("Student Voices").
Also David McFadden, Eugene McCarthy, Antonio
Simoes, Anna Tavis ("International Dimensions"); Carl
Scheraga,
J.
Michael
Cavanaugh, David Schmidt,
Patricia Poli ("Diversity and the
Workplace"); Rose Rodrigues
("Pedagogy and Diversity");
Debnam Chappell ("Campus Initiatives"); Sally O'Driscoll
("Homophobia"); Daniella
Inglese, Rachean Rose,
Raymond Santa, Luis Bellena,
Gerline Fluery, Marie Jacques,
Jody Ann Gooden, Christopher
Deis ("Understanding Diversity"); Paul Gill Lopez, Rota
Preli ("Raising Cultural Awareness").

Do you have story
ideas? Do you like
to write? Call
JoAnn at x 2533.
96/97 pp. 1-10
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Exhibit inspired by the
Impressionists
PR- Van Gogh, Matisse and
Degas provide the inspiration for
the creative journeyings of New
Haven artist Patricia Brauer. She
combines knowledge of the Impressionist masters with modern
representational theory for works
that are fresh, energetic, and amusing. "Revised Arrangements," an
exhibit of Brauer's latest works,
opens on Sun., March 2 with a
public reception from 3 to 5 p.m.
Viewing hours continue weekdays, 2-5 p.m., through April 16.
The explosive colors Brauer
employs imbue even the most ordinary scene— flowers in a vase,
a red room, two figures sitting at a
table— with new vitality and purpose. A lifelong New Haven resident, she draws her subject matter
from domestic life and her palette
dances with fiery Matisse reds,
hot luscious pinks, and swirls of
intense cobalt blue.
For the last 15 years Brauer has
worked with casein, a fast-drying
medium in which pigments are
tempered with the gluey curd of
cheese or milk. With her brushes,

she is able to create impasto
textures not unlike those of
oils to mimic the broken textured quality of highlights.
"I've always loved the dynamism and wonderful drawing of Matisse," Brauer said.
"His paintings are a constant
source of enjoyment and
amazement. I also admire Van
Gogh and Picasso for their inventiveness and passionate
connection to their work."
Brauer said that her painting, "Intermission," with its
man and woman sitting at a
table drinking a glass of wine,
was very consciously modeled
after Picasso. The scene reflects a juggler and actress
during a quiet moment between acts. Brauer's husband,
Robert, an architect, and her
daughter served as model for
this and many other of the 30
works in the exhibit.
Another painting viewers
may find intriguing is, "The
Shepherdess." Brauer said the
work was inspired by a trip to

the Regina Laudis Monastery
in Bethlehem, CT, and depicts a
shepherdess tending to a snowy
flock under a gray winter sky.
The religious parallels are
strong, and in the painting
Brauer has a chance to play
with subtler colors— pinkish
reds and ochres.
Brauer's work, "The Four
Seasons," will give viewers
pause as they try to find the
different objects the artist has
hidden in the painting to represent each season.
A recipient of the
Grumbacher Gold Medallion
for Painting, Brauer has exhibited her works in 15 solo shows
and in group exhibitions
throughout Connecticut and
New York. Her work is included
in private and public collections
in the United States, Canada,
and Europe. She is the recipient
of numerous awards including
the Ferris Art Award and the
Madison Art League Shoreline
Bank Award.

Free career workshops this
pring from Continuing Ed.
PR - The School of Continuing Education at Fairfield University will offer a series of free
career workshops this spring. Counselor Jan Ruhloff will lead the Networking Night sessions
which meet Thursday evenings March 6, April 3, and May 1.
On Thursday, March 6 Ruhloff will discuss "How to Use a Library for a Job Search." The topic
of the Thursday, April 3 talk will be "Careers for the Artistically Inclined." The series will
conclude on Thursday, May 1 with "The Temping Alternative" All sessions meet from 5:30 to
6:45 p.m.
"This series was designed as part of the School of Education at Fairfield University's
continuing commitment to community service," said Ruhloff. "It's a great opportunity for people
who are contemplating a job change to exchange information about careers, and we talk about
the basics of networking and discuss the types of resources available for the job hunter."
This event is free, but space is limited and registration is required. Call the School of
Continuing Education to register or for more information at (203)254-4220.

2/19/97, 3:35 PM
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Sexual assault is a growing
problem on college campuses
Jennifer Sapienza
Contributing Writer
Editor's note: The names of
the students have been changed
for privacy.
Sally, a sophomore at
Fairfield University, was excited
abouther 18th birthday. She had
gone to New York City that day
with her friends, and she went
out that night on campus to continue to celebrate. "I remember
drinking about five beers before
I went out the night of my birthday," she said. "I went up to the
town houses feeling really good.
Put it this way, I was out to drink
and have a good time."
As the night progressed, Sally
became increasingly intoxicated. After talking to many
guys, she found a seemingly,
interesting young man. Sally had
met him once or twice before
through a good friend. "I found
him very attractive because he
was older, and I thought he was
extremely nice looking," she
said. After talking for about an
hour he asked her if she wanted
to go see his town house, and
she agreed, thinking nothing of
it. He showed Sally around and
asked her if she wanted to go
upstairs and smoke some marijuana. She said, "I hadn't
smoked in such a long time, and
it was my birthday so I thought
why the hell not." They went
upstairs with his roommate and
smoked, but when his roommate left, they started to "hook
up."
"I had hooked up with other
guys before, so I didn't really
think anything of this," she said.
"I told him right away that we
were not going to have sex."
Yet things started to go a little
too far, and Sally told him to
stop. He wouldn't, though. He
just kept going.
Sally did not know what to
do while she was being raped.
She had never thought that this
could happen to her, so she was
not prepared to handle the situation. "I remember freezing up
and not knowing what to do. I
never really thought about what
I would do if someone was trying to rape me," she said. The
male student put all of his body
weight on her and told Sally that
he was going to have sex with
her, whether she liked it or not.
"Now that I think back, I had
a couple of opportunities to get
out of there. There was one point
when I thought he was being too
aggressive while we first started
to fool around," she said. "Now,
I know I should have left right
then and there." Sally stopped
struggling, because she knew it
was futile. She just sat there
with tears rolling down her eyes,
wanting him to finish. She got
up the moment it was over and

left as he sat there and watched
her. "As I was leaving he said to
me, T know you enjoyed what
j ust happened as much as I did',"
she said. Sally only wanted to
forget that the night ever happened.
Sally was determined not to
tell anyone. "I thought that as

tion of body and trust. Most
date rapes are committed
against women 15 to 25 years
old.
Date rape typically occurs
when a woman is alone with a
man, yet other people may be
close by. In Sally's case, the
rapist's roommate and some
of his friends were downstairs

if I had not smoked pot. I know
these factors made me very vulnerable, and my reflexes were
not what they should have been."
She added, "If I wasn't as drunk
as I was, I probably would have
never gone anywhere alone witn
him. I also would not have left
my friends at the party, while I
went off by myself."

When a person hears the word "rape," what do they
think of? Most people imagine a stranger jumping out
of the woods to attack. But that is only partially
correct, because most rapes are not committed by
strangers, but by someone who knows the victim.

long as no one finds out then I
don't really care," she said. Yet
her friends saw a distinct change
in her after that Saturday night.
Sally couldn't eat, her studies
declined, and she had nightmares. Her roommate watched
Sally fall into a depression, yet
when she asked her if something was wrong, Sally just said
no. About two weeks later Sally
went to a party at the town houses
with all of her friends, where
she saw the man who raped her.
When she left the party crying
hysterically, her friends knew
something was wrong. That
night Sally told them everything.
"I remember saying I know it
was my fault, and they kept telling me it wasn't," she said. She
tried to believe it wasn't her
fault, though deep down inside
Sally really thought it was. After weeks of torture, Sally's
friends finally convinced her to
go see the school counselor. For
Sally, it would be a long road to
recovery, but at least it was a
beginning.
Sexual assault, which includes rape and attempted rape,
is a major problem on college
campuses. In "Real Rape," author Susan Estrich estimates that
20 percent of college women
have been raped as well as some
men, and over 90 percent of
college men and women indicated that they have experienced
unwanted sexual advances.
When a person hears the word
"rape," what do they think of?
Most people imagine a stranger
jumping out of the woods to
attack. But that is only partially
correct, because most rapes are
not committed by strangers, but
by someone who knows the victim. The rapist and the victim
may even have gone out before.
This is called acquaintance or
date rape. It is forced, unwanted
intercourse with a person that
the victim knows. It is a viola-

while she was being assaulted.
According to a pamphlet given
out by Virginia Tech Student
Health Services, it is most often the case that in fraternity
houses, the woman is led upstairs while the party is still
going on downstairs.
There are many key elements that cause date rape.
Susan Birge, director of Counseling Services at Fairfield
University, said, "there is no
one specific cause of date rape.
There is a real mix." She added
that, "In date rape cases, alco-

Date rape is often an attempt
to assert power and anger. In her
book, Estrich writes, "Some men
are sexually aggressive because
they are basically insecure."
Most of the time forcing sex on
another individual makes them
feel strong, because it makes
someone else feel weak. Hostile
feelings can easily be turned into
hostile acts. Often men who have
hostility will get angry when a
woman tries to arrest his power
by saying "no." Thus, he will
often act out in a way that he
knows will hurt her.
Mixed signals, or miscom-

what the woman's wishes may
be.
Date rape can't always be
avoided, but there are some precautions that can be taken
against it. The most important
thing to remember, Birge explained, is to limit alcohol consumption. Nine times out often
the victim is under the influence of alcohol. Alcohol consumption clouds your judgment
and ability to act. Also, do not
be alone with a man if you have
concerns about the way he is
acting around people. If he acts
irrational or out of control
around other people, think how
he may act while you are alone
with him. If you choose to be
alone with someone, be aware
of your surroundings and the
exits in case something goes
wrong. The quicker a person
gets out of a situation, the better
the odds are of not getting raped.
Sally said, "I wish I had thought
about all of these aspects before I had gone out that night,
because most likely the situation would have never occurred."
Women and men must learn
to be perceptive, assertive and
independent. If you are on a
first date, find a safe, public
place to meet, like the movies
or a restaurant. Do not meet in
your room or his room. It is also
very important to have your
own transportation or a means
to get home, independent of
your date. A woman should also

20 percent of college women have been raped
as well as some men, and over 90 percent of
college men and women indicated that they have
experienced unwanted sexual advances.

hoi is often present, and there
are also sexual development
issues, power issues and anger
within the assailant." Another
serious factor is miscommunication.
Estrich reports that victims
of date rape later say they drank
too much, or took too many
drugs. Sometimes the victim
does not even realize what is
going on, and by the time she
becomes aware of the predicament, it is too late to protect
herself. Sometimes a woman
passes out, and when she awakens she finds a man having sex
with her.
Sally said, "In my case I
know this never would have
happened if I wasn't drunk or

munication, can lead to date rape.
If the woman acts in a friendly
manner, the man may interpret
this as an invitation for sex. "No"
is often heard as "maybe," or it
may be ignored because the man
thinks women mean "yes" when
they say "no." Sometimes even
the woman is not clear in her
own mind about what she wants,
so she thinks she may make up
her mind along the way. If a
woman does change her mind
while she is being intimate with
a man, this may cause the assailant to feel angry, cheated and
rejected. Furthermore, miscommunication occurs when the assailant interprets enjoyment of
kissing and caressing as a longing to have sex. He may think
that he deserves sex, no matter

trust her instincts. If she feels
that something is not right, most
likely it's not, and she should
get out of the situation immediately.
It has been a year since Sally
was raped, yet she still has flashbacks of her 18th birthday. With
the help of a counselor, she has
learned not to blame herself.
Sally will never put herself in
such a vulnerable position
again. She has cut back on her
drinking, and she is very particular about whom she dates.
She said, "I think my whole
ordeal has taught me to be much
more aware of what can happen
to me, and I am much more
assertive because of it."
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Dr. Ronald M. Davidson
Contribtuing Writer
"H,CandH....H,CandH!"
The newspaper seller was trying to communicate something,
but I wasn't sure if this was a
brand of sugar or a chemical
formula. Maybe he is a mad
genius in a loin cloth selling
newspapers on the streets of
Bengal. He offers me the paper: Asian Age, my favorite
Indian newspaper. I give him
the five cents, and he's off again
in full alphabetic cry. Calcutta's
a funny town.
I've begun my big loop
through North India, a trip that
will take me through most of its
states by February 19, when I
return to Varanasi. My agenda
includes meetings with colleagues, discussing sites with
archaelogists, tribes with anthropologists, hobnobbing with
museum curators, and otherwise
engaging in agreable arglebargle. Yet I have to steel myself for the travel. The degree
of movement in India is no j oke
and will be exhausting if not
necessarily fatal. There's a
room waiting for me in a South
Banaras scholarly enclave when
I'm done, and I have friends
and colleagues expecting me,
but I've got to get there first.
Clacutta is an important stop.
Formerly the Capital of the British Raj, it has the oldest educational and intellectual institutions in the country. The town
has seen better days, and whole
parts of the city are crumbling
from a level of neglect that is
disturbing. Closesly related,
and just as upsetting, is the re-

terested in Indology!). Well,
when I saw the university campus, I knew something was
dreadfully awry. The buildings oozed decay, like some
enormous biotech experiment
gone wrong. I thought I was
prepared to arrive at an appropriate time, 10:30 a.m., since
I'm used to Indian institutions

lentless lack of sanitation. In
fact, most areas of India are unclear on the concept of public
hygene, and much of the population treats the whole world as
one enormous toilet. Part of the
problem is public resources, but
mostly it is acknowledged to be
grounded in public apathy, official corruption, and a population
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moribund. The Indian Museum,
for example, has a very important and reasonably maintained
collection. Even there, surprises
await the unwary traveler. The
museum has opened up a new
shop for sales of sculpture reproductions and museum publications, a good idea and in line
with other museums. I, however, committed the unforgiv-

Calcutta's mind numbing coincidence of
selective affluence and grinding poverty is
nowhere more visible than in the rickshaws
of the city.
being slow to open. Not even
close. The university didn't
begin business until 11:30
a.m., and then the staff sat
around arguing with each
other, apparently about politics. In the meanwhile, I examined a poorly conserved
collection with yellowed old
labels on only about half of
the pieces, evidently the normal condition given the layers of dust on everything. I
talked at some length with one
of the many idle staff members, who cheerfully voiced
my suspicion - political posturing and argumentation is
considered more important
than maintaining the university.
Fortunately, not all of the
institutions in Calcutta are so

growth which is spinning out of
control. Some try to rectify the
problems, some are content with
the status quo, but many Indians
appear far more concerned with
hierarchical status-seeking rather
than with patching plaster or taking out the trash.
Just today, for example, I went
to Calcutta University to visit
the Asutosh Museum for Art and
Archaelogy. It houses important material, such as collections
from the 1939-1940 excavations
at Bangarh, searings from
Nalanda and Bodhgaya, Pala
sculptures, and about thirty really racey terracotta plaques from
Candraketugarh (one plaque has
nine players in a group grope,
and people ask me why I'm in-

able sin of asking the woman in
charge about the books.
Davidson: " Excuse me, may I
see that book there?" Lady (looking at her feet): "No." Davidson:
"Well, can I see the museum
bulletin?" Lady (turning her back
to me): "No." It transpired that
the shop's manager interpreted
her job as not selling the stock.
Evidently she thought that if she
sold all the books, she would
have no more books to look after. Finally, I managed to wrestle
one book from her grasp, but I
thought she would take me two
falls out of three.
The most distinctive aspect
of Calcutta, though, is the juxtaposition of extremes. At oneend
of the Maiden, Calcutta's great
central park, is the Victorian

Memorial, with an outstanding
new gallery dedicated to the three
centuries of the city's history.
The gallery is a model of excellence and the ediface is generally well maintained, although
the grounds reflect the propensity of Indians to throw their
trash just anywhere. From the
sublime to the ridiculous slightly separated from the main
park is Calcutta's very own Rat
Park, where some of the finest
specimens in Asia can be encountered by those wishing to
push the envelope right to the
edge. Rats are a fact of life here,
as elsewhere, but I haven't seen
other municipalitites grant them
their own institution.
Calcutta's mind numbing coincidence of selective affluence
and grinding poverty is nowhere
more visible than in the rickshaws of the city. Elsewhere,
with very few exceptions, rickshaws are hooked to a bicycle
and peddled by the rickshawwala. I generally like rickshaws:
they are clean, provide employment, and are about the most
ecologically sound transportation in Asia. Calcutta, though,
still has the old kind of rickshaw, which is pulled by a man
running (frequently barefoot) in
front. They are picturesque but
inhumane. The real action happens when an obese Bengali family climbs in and leans back.
The axle provides a fulcrum and
before you can say "Leonardo
da Vinci," the rickshaw-wala can
find himself temporarily suspended in the air, struggling to
get a grip on reality.
Calcutta's a funny town.

Sunday nights at Eli's you can hear Dan
Aldrich play acoustic guitar
Kate Meehan
Staff Writer
Sunday night at Eli's. Students slowly filter into the tiny
and narrow bar for one last night
of drinking and mingling before yet another week of classes
begins. In the back of the bar,
several students are engrossed
in a game of pool, while in
front, random townies have already claimed bar stools.
However normal this set up
may seem for your average
night at Eli's, Sunday nights
are a little different and a little
better, thanks to the entertainment of an extremely talented
man, Dan Aldrich. Aldrich's
incredible musical ability
comes into full force weekly
and is the attraction that consistently draws students to the local bar.

Aldrich began his musical career at a very young age and in a
very specific way. "The first
time I saw records I knew what I
wanted to do - make them."
Aldrich got his vocal start by
way of participating in church
choirs and singing anywhere he
could. However, his musical talent expands to instruments as
well. After a short fling with the
trumpet, Aldrich became fascinated with the guitar. Being
blessed with a great ear for music, he listened repeatedly to
many Beatles records and was
able to teach himself how to replicate the chords. Since then, he
has been enthralled by the beauty
of music, and this love and fascination can be felt when he performs.
Growing up, Aldrich was influenced by several great talents
including the Beatles, Chubby
Checker, and Alice Cooper. His
fe»

love for many different styles
of music has enabled him to
observe and learn from a
broader spectrum of exposure,
leading him to appreciate may
different aspects of music.
Aldrich' s lifelong study and
love of music has committed
itself to becoming a permanent
mainstay in his life. Aside
from playing at Eli's every
Sunday night for the last four
years, Aldrich is also a member of a group called "Blue in
the Face." This blues band
features him singing vocals and
playing both the acoustic guitar and the mandolin. The
group performs frequently
throughout the area in such hot
spots as Toads Place in New
Haven but can easily be heard
ontheEli'sjukebox. Thegroup
writes their own music and has
recorded three CD's with a

fourth one on the way. As one fan
of Aldrich said "Dan has more
songs floating around than a radio station."
With all their success, one may
think that their music would be
the group's full time job. But
unfortunately, the music industry is not always that convenient.
"It's a gift, but it's a curse,"
Aldrich said. He adds that it's
very hard to make enough money
that would allow music to become his main focus and sole
occupation.
Although this down side of the
music industry does indeed get a
little crazy, Aldrich's love for his
talent far exceeds any problems
he may encounter along the way.
"You just need to keep your wits
about you and pursue your goal
to the exclusion of all else," he
says, "I'm content to be true to
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myself and not be pretentious in
any way." This determination and
extreme interest in his music is
what has gotten Aldrich where he
is today. As he describes his interest in music, "What's your major,
mine's music."
Aldrich excels greatly in his
'major' and proves it every Sunday night. While performing at
Eli's he simply plays whatever
tunes happen to pop into his head.
He has no line up in mind when he
starts playing but usually performs
songs frequently requested by the
students, with an occasional song
of his own. So, if you haven't
already, check Aldrich out. If you
don't, you're missing a great show
and a very talented guy who loves
what he does. As he puts it, "This
is what I love to do and I'd do it
until the day I die."
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THE UNVEILING OF A NEW PLAY ABOUT
BROADWAY'S GREATEST CHOREOGRAPHER

50%
Discount
at all times
for
Fairfield
students
and staff

Carole Schweid as

Coming to Fairfield
from Chicago
Amy Harrigan
Staff Writer
Throughout my college experience, I've often been asked,
"What are you doing here?"
Coming from Chicago, I seem
to be an outsider to many
Fairfield students. I realize that
many ask this question out of
curiosity, but I also believe that
there are certain people who may
be judging me. When I'm asked,
"why would you come to
Fairfield?" I tend to think that I
need to defend myself, as if my
decision to come here is somehow less valid than those of my
east coast classmates. I knew
then that Fairfield's campus is
very tri-state oriented, and now
realize that some attitudes and
stereotypes about other regional
areas need to change in order to
create a more geographically
diverse campus.
Many of my "out-of-town"
classmates and I have, at one
point or another, been questioned
or stereotyped based solely on
our hometowns. As a sophomore in the campus center, I was
particularly offended by a completely inane conversation overheard at the next table, where
one student commented, "I'm
so sick of these Chicago people
constantly talking about how
great home is. It's so stupid Chicago's got a lake, we've got
the ocean." Although the comment was utterly ridiculous, it
was powerful enough to infuriate me. I thought of these "Chicago people," many of whom I
know, and felt frustrated. Maybe
it is time that some Fairfield
students realize that there are
great places beyond the east
coast, and that Chicago's Lake
Michagna is seven times the size
of Long Island Sound. In other

words, it is important not to make
judgement calls, especially absurd ones, on a place one knows
little about.
In another experience, I
watched in disbelief as one
teacher badgered a Midwestern
student in class, asking if she
had ever seen an ocean before
and teasingly begged other students in the class to take her to it.
This teacher even jokingly of-

banking troubles my Fairfield
friends do not. Although I envy
their positions, I realize that I
came to Fairfield in the face of
these facts and feel a sense of
personal satisfaction and independence for having done so.
When I came here as a freshman, I knew nothing about the
east coast. Four years later, I
have been taught a number of
things about this area by the

I have learned things about people
and environments that I may not
have ever been taught if I had
stayed in Chicago.

fered money to the other students so that this poor, now surely
embarrassed, Midwestern girl
could finally see what she'd been
missing. I am concerned that
this tunnel-visioned idea is rather
prevalent on Fairfield's campus,
that regional stereotypes have
died hard. When such strong,
convenient definitions about certain regions are at work, it is
difficult to persuade others to
think differently about them.
It is not that I feel like an
outcast. For the most part, my
Fairfield friends have been understanding and genuinely interested in my unique situation.
While many drive home for
weekends or often have friends
visit, my trips home are by plane,
and visitors from home are less
frequent. I have traveling and

people who love it. I have learned
things about people and environments that I may not have
ever been taught if I had stayed
in Chicago. I have always
wanted to bring my Fairfield
friends to Chicago so I might
show them what its really about;
maybe they would realize why I
talk about home so much.
On a larger scale, my wish is
similar for others at Fairfield.
Before making judgement calls
about people's hometowns, it is
necessary to inhabit them for
awhile and learn a few things
about those areas. Ibelievemany
would realize that there are great
places beyond the east, and if
nothing else, maybe some unfounded regional stereotypes
would get lost along the way.

SILENT SCREAMS
from the Russian Underground
MARCH 5 THROUGH APRIL 10, 1997
OPENING RECEPTION /ART BREAK
"Report Form St. Petersburg"
Wednesday March 5 at 1 2 Noon
Dr. Anna Tavis, Visiting PepsiCo Scholar
in Russian and East European studies.
Dr. Regina Khidekel, art historian from St. Petersburg.
Presented in cooperation with the
Russian and East European Studies Program.

Day of
show
RUSH
tickets
only

"AND PROMENADE HOME" BY AGNES DEMILLE
ADAPTED FOR THE STAGE BY CAROLE SCHWEID
DIRECTED BY STEPHEN STOUT
FRL.FEB. 21, 8 PM
TICKETS: $10 INCLUDES
POST-SHOW DISCUSSION WITH CAROLE SCHWEID

QUICK
CENTER
AT FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY
IBOX OFFICE:

S5
forFU
Students
&
Staff
(10 am5 pm)

203-254-4010 ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS!

Submit Si
articles to
Lauren at the
Mirror!

bUrea Fores
With our WAY LOW Spring Surf'n'Shred fares, you can FLY to the sweetest
slopes or the hottest beaches and have cash left over to buy plenty of eats, even
your own hotel room. With deals like these, you can live so large, your folks will
think you're blowing your book money. Check Out Our Way Low Fares:
SHRED FARES
SURF FARES
b COLORADO SPRINGS f To The COASTS

From The EAST
Atlanta
Chicago/Midway
Dallas/Ft. Worth
Indianapolis
Washington, D.C/Dulles
Houston
Tulsa
Kansas City
New York/Newark
Oklahoma City

$99*

$69*
*69*
$69*
$109*
$81**
$49**
$49**
$109*
$49**

Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
Los Angeles
San Diego
San Diego
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco

$139*
$99*
$139*
$99*
$159*
$149**
$129**
$59**
$139*
$119**

Miami
Miami
Miami
Miami
Orlando
Orlando

$159**
$149**
$149**
$149**
$139*
$159*

From The WEST
$49*
*69*

Phoenix
San Diego
San Francisco
Seattle
Los Angeles
Portland

H9*
$79*
$69*

m*

For More Information, Call
Western Pacific Reservations Today:

f
From the Springs catch a Mountain Air Express
flight to Colorado's primo powder1.

1800-930-3030

or call your travel agent.
www.westpac.com

L Colorado

| MoMjorilK&Mss-

Western Pacrfti
AIRLINES
Terms and Conditions: All fares are based on one-way travel and are subject to change. Fares must be purchased
at time of booking.*Fares are valid on night flights departing between the hours of 7:55 p.m. and 7:20 a.m.
only and require a 14-day advance purchase. These fares are not valid on flights departing at any other times.
"Fares require a 21-day advance purchase and are valid for designated off-peaf travel times only.
Fares do not include up to 512 in additional Passenger Facility Charges. All purchases are nonrefundable. Changes
may be made prior to scheduled departure time only for a $35 change fee, plus any increase in new fare. Failure
to notify Western Pacific of itinerary changes prior to departure time or no-show will result in total forfeiture
of payment. All fares and change fees are subject to change without notice. Seats at all advertised fares are
limited and other restrictions may apply. © 1997 Western Pacific Airlines

8 / Thursday, February 20, 1997

Editorial/Commentary

From the Editor's
Desk...
In response to a Letter to the Editor from a Mr. Bill Hulseman,
I would like to take this opportunity to address a false supposition
that he has proposed.
Mr. Hulseman, on behalf of the Editorial Staff of The Mirror, I
feel the need to clarify a statement that you make in your letter to
the Editor this week. It reads, "this has been an ongoing debate
which has, in The Mirror's presentation of it, been largely biased to
one side." Under no circumstances, Mr. Hulseman, do we discriminate or discourage any articles that are submitted to The Mirror.
We have, on the other hand, encouraged students, faculty and
administrators to write to us and cannot help the fact that more
students , faculty or administrators have not written on your
behalf.
To be blunt, I have received numerous complaints about the
Catholicism issue that you so adamantly say we have not covered
fairly. I feel that we have given you and your adversaries more
than enough space and time, to the extent that I am receiving
criticisms. If we do not receive letters, we cannot print them. You
blame us for the lack of letters that we receive concerning Catholicism, but instead, I suggest you talk to your supporters and fill
them in on your ideas.
As I have said before, and I will say again, I urge you to send us
your opinions. The Commentary section is not meant to be simply
a debate between two sides of any issue week after week, and the
other editors and I would love to see some new issues arise.
In addition, Mr. Hulseman you have incorrectly given the facts
about Canon 812. In your letter you state "This piece of Canon
Law, it is important to note, really does not apply to Fairfield
University, but to seminarial education."
This is completely false. As is stated in The Code of Canon Law:
A Text and Commentary, "As it now stands what institutions are
referred to by the canon (812)? All and only Catholic colleges and
universities are included, that is, all Catholic institutions of postsecondary education, including academies, institutes, etc., but
excluding seminaries because they are specifically regulated by
another section of the Code, namely, canons 232-264." In order to
promote academic dialogue, Letters to the Editor should not
confuse personal politics with the facts.
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Feelings about the OJ verdict
To the Editor:
Now that the clamor over O. J.
is somewhat subsiding, I thought
I would weigh in with my opinion. The O.J, cases were not
about race, but class. As a football star, Simpson transcended
race and was beloved by all,
including me, who watched him
pile up yardage as a graceful
running back for the Buffalo
Bills two decades ago. When he
was a star in the NFL, he never
was perceived as a black leader
or representative of his race, like
Jackie Robinson or Muhammad
Ali was. As a young white boy,
I was gleeful when my parents
gave me a shirt with Simpson's
number 32 on the back. He was
hero for me and every serious
football fan.
These cases were about a rich
man who could afford to assemble the best defense team in
the country that exploited the
volatile issue of race to get its
lying, murdering client off the
hook. Go to downtown Bridgeport any day and sit in the courthouse and observe all the Black,
White and Hispanic indigents
represented by public defenders. Because they don't have
money, they can't hire Johnny
Cochran, F. Lee Bailey, Howard
Shapiro or Barry Scheck to flimflam a jury into winning an acquittal.

Proponents of the righteous
cause for civil rights demean the
cause itself when they attach
themselves to Simpson whose
guilt was obvious by the overwhelming evidence in both
cases. This is not to say there
isn't racism in the judicial system, and that blacks are not the
victims of it; when anyone, including the white-collar criminals in the White House, beats
the system—justice is not served
by anyone beating the system.
The media, i.e. Geraldo
Rivera and the networks which
thought the latest Simpson verdict was more important that the
State of the Union address
(maybe it was), exploited the
O.J. cases because they had all
the elements of a seamy story,
sex, celebrity, money, and murder. Those attributes gave the
story legs, but I also think the
subtext of all this coverage was,
indeed, race. Nicole was white
and O.J. is black and the powersthat-be still have a prurient fascination with and objection to
mixed race couples.
Also, the media has a way of
sensationalizing sensitive issues
and confirming stereotypes.
Fully one-quarter blacks and
whites held contrary views, but
they're conveniently ignored by
editors and producers who opted
to reinforce the notion of a racial

divide in this country to sell papers and generate high ratings.
The other victims during these
cases were battered women. This
issue has been downplayed yet
again by the old boys network
that controls our media and other
institutions.
So, I say, give the families
$33.5 million; why the hell not?
Simpson will continue to live
better than his black "brothers"
in the inner cities and elsewhere
who cheered him on during the
trials but are as beloved to him as
Nicole and Ron Goldman were.
He'll just write a book, sell his
autograph or take advantage of a
perverse system that rewards
freaks, i.e. Dennis Rodman, and
murderers who have a "story" to
tell. Better just turn off the boob
tube altogether and read.
To those who stubbornly cling
to the view that O.J. was wronged,
I say injustice is the story of
humanity; just look at Bosnia,
the Middle East, Rwanda. Despite the deficiencies in our system, it's still the best in the world.
This may be little consolation to
blacks, but where else but
America could a black man, Colin
Powell, be the favorite of a majority of whites for president in
2000?
S.N. Vanzetti

A question of ethics
To the Editor:
We would like to propose a
suggestion to the Fairfield University students that deals with a
discrepancy within the FUSA
Senate. But first we have some
questions. We do not understand how someone who was
literally thrown off the Elections
Commission due to irrational
actions can be elected to the
Judicial Chair of Senate? Does
anyone see this as ironic? How
can we trust this person to monitor the FUSA President's actions if this person cannot even
be responsible enough to make
fair decision?
We understand that this per-

son was elected fairly by winning the majority of votes in
Senate, but what we want to
know is was the Senate made
aware of this person's prior actions in relation to the Elections
Commission?
We, as Fairfield University
students, feel that this person
should be reconsidered for Judicial Chair so that we can be
reassured that the most qualified person will be making the
decisions that will effect us students in the most fair and reasonable manner.
Sincerely,
Concerned students of Fairfield

On-line?
E-mail the Mirror
by Sunday night!
Our address is
Mirror@fairliairfield.edu!
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OJ and Vanzetti revisited
Christopher Deis
Commentary Editor
It is a rare opportunity that I have to
give compliments to and be in agreement
with a person that graciously submits a
letter to this section. Mr. Vanzetti's letter
exposes a very important point in regards
to the trial of the century with his lucid
observations of the elements of class and
wealth as factors in this case. I am also
pleased that Mr. Vanzetti chose to comment on the race merchants that exploit
and highlight stereotypes and race mongering in order to make a buck. But, the
following remains to be said: I have and
will continue to argue that race is central
to the Simpson case, and America's reaction, both black and white cannot be dismissed or ignored out of convenience or
fear. Ultimately, this matter is outside of
my control and is now in the hands of God
to decide, for only The Creator knows
what happened that evening. But before
engaging the issue of race and the Simpson
trial, let us examine the trial from square
one.
As I stated some time ago, individuals
should not be angered at Mr. Simpson
because he used his available resources to
procure his freedom. This misdirected anger, this envy and hostility at someone
that only wanted to keep their God given
freedom is utterly unreasonable, for the
simple fact is that none of us would have
done anything less than use all our resources in order to remain free. What
individuals that seem interested injustice
and legal reform such as Mr. Vanzetti
should be doing, is asking how can those
resources be extended to the poor so that
they do not get railroaded, when they are
in fact innocent and could make use of
legal resources now monopolized by the
rich.
It is true that activists and socially
progressive thinkers limit the scope of
their intellect and decrease their relevance
by embracing Mr. Simpson as a diety to be
worshipped. But, to my knowledge there
did not exist many individuals that in fact
squandered their clout by pursuing such
folly. It is true, that people such as myself
highlighted the element of police racism
and raised serious questions about the
legitimacy of the evidence used against
Mr. Simpson, but what reasonable and
rational person would not have done the
same thing? How can one argue that race
or racism are not elements in this trial
when racism is not a fancy dinner jacket
picked up and taken off at will? How can
one conveniently ignore the spectre of
someone like Mark Furhman, that (lest we
forget) bragged about framing blacks and
lied under oath? Racism, both structural
and otherwise exist and are realities for
people of color in America. True, some
like Mr. Simpson can insulate themselves
from the penalties given to their race, but
when society chooses to put someone in
their "place", it can, as we saw in the case
of Mr. Simpson, quickly do so.
Although, a significant percentage of
blacks and whites held views that differed
from the majority held by their race there
still exists an overwhelming percentage
of people that made decisions as to Mr.
Simpson's innocence or guilt that were

motivated or influenced by the color of
their skin. It is here Mr. Vanzetti, that the
demon of racial discord looks us in the
face.
I have tried to find a satisfactory answer that would explain why and how two
reasonable individuals, the only distinction between the two people being their
race, looking at the same evidence, can
come to such contradictory conclusions.
Perhaps, it is perspective, much like that
which is operative in a car accident, in
which two people, looking at the same
accident see fundamentally divergent realities. More likely, it the fact that blacks
and whites in this county are informed by
different historical experiences and understandings of the depth and racism of
"the system." It is this conflict of realities
that divides the races on this and many
other issues.
It is with the above in mind, that I
continue to believe that Mr. Simpson's
guilt was never adequately proven. There
were simply too many questions and too
many different scenarios which were presented in the criminal case which could
have adequately explained what happened
the evening of the murders. In the civil
case, I must admit that Mr. Simpson gave
a poor accounting of himself. But, I cannot
ignore the fact that much of the crucial
evidence that allowed Mr. Simpson to win
his freedom in the first trial was not permitted in the civil case, which was for all
intents and purposes a "civilized" lynching of a black man stripped bare of almost
all of his defenses.
True, O. J. will do nothing for his black
"brothers" as Mr. Vanzetti termed them.
But, that should not stop a discourse about
the treatment of Mr. Simpson or others by
our criminal justice system. Rather, than
being angered that someone beat "the system," as a socially conscious individual
Mr. Vanzetti should be outraged by the
well documented racism and biased treatment that blacks, Latinos and the poor
receive at the hands of "the system." As
individuals, we should ask ourselves why
are groups clamoring for legal reform in
response to the Simpson case, when so
many sit silent on a daily basis as thousands of innocent poor blacks are daily
incarcerated? Why is it now, in the case of
a rich black man being found innocent
because of his big money, that the system
needs fixing, when rich whites and white
collar criminals have been found innocent
for crimes far worse than those allegedly
committed by Mr. Simpson and no one to
date has uttered a word or done anything
substantive to correct it?
Beyond the guilt or innocence of Mr.
Simpson what truly disturbed me was that
following the verdict, America was again
witness to racial cheerleading, in which
whites cheered because what was a wrong
in their eyes was corrected, and the racial
hierarchy once enforced by lynch law was
punitively restored by a California jury.
Mr. Vanzetti, it is true that Colin Powell
may be the favorite of many whites because he satisfies their sense of fair play.
But I am more concerned with how blacks
are living day to day, than how white
America appoints its black stars and starlets as a barometer of social justice.

Correction
There was a sentence in This is What Makes A Catholic University Catholic that was
misprinted. It should have read "Despite pleas for the inclusion of the Catechism,
nobody (to my knowledge) has called for classroom catechetics ." (not classroom
catechisms).
The sentence was to stress that neither Joe Marcello nor anyone of whom he knows
has called for classroom catechetics, but rather for the honest, truthful, and faithful
presentation of the Catechism of the Catholic Church in the classroom setting to any
student who wishes to avail himself or herself of this resource.
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Another point of view:
Fairfield being Catholic
To the Editor:
The February 13th edition of the Mirror featured Joseph Marcello's commentary article "This is what makes a Catholic University Catholic," an essay following the recent, narrow debate over
the authentic Catholicity of Fairfield University regarding its Religious Studies
program. Summarizing John Paul IPs
suggestions from Ex corde ecclesiae for
Catholic institutions, and suggesting
"three additional theses" for their implementation at Fairfield, Mr. Marcello's
article criticizes the Religious Studies
department for its variety in Catholic
doctrinal courses. The article appears in
tandem with a demand from Melissa
Dolan et al., for the University's adherence to Canon 812 of the Church's Canon
Law concerning proper certification of
teachers of theological discipline from
"the competent ecclesiastical authority."
(This piece of Canon Law, it is important
to note, really does not apply to Fairfield
University, but to seminarial education.)
This is not a new debate; it has been
brewing since last semester when the
Mirror printed a series of commentaries
and letter-to-the-editor arguing the role
of the Catholic university and the role of
religious studies. The problem is not the
present offerings of courses in religious
studies-how can it be? Courses already
offered, while not devoted to strict attention to the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, include traditional theological
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church.
Even Feminist Theology includes
Vatican documents and interpretations,
such as Mulierem dignitatem and
Ordinatio sacerdotalis, in its curriculum. Despite Mr. Marcello's observation that "there are no courses on Catholicism" in the Religious Studies
department's offerings, one must consider that, quite appropriately, Vatican
teachings are indeed present in the curriculum.
I find a particular interest Mr.
Marcello's note that "It is not beyond the
realm of possibility that a student at
Fairfield University could pass four years
without studying the teachings of the
Catholic Church." Indeed, it is also
impossible that one at this university
could study the teachings of the Catholic
Church; it is a personal prerogative in
course selection to include courses teaching Catholic tradition and doctrine. Mr.
Marcello's suspicion that "magisterially
taught doctrine and academic dissent
therefrom" are not "equally valid" is
unfounded. Not all theology within the
tradition is incompatible with 'official'
doctrine. In fact, the Church does not
promote the exclusive teaching of its
own theology; Vatican IPs "Declaration
on Human Freedom" demands that education "be broadly humane, in keeping
with advances in all of the sciences, and
with a concern for nurturing personal
maturity and social responsibility."
(McBrien, Catholicism, p. 683) Therefore it is not inappropriate that dogmatic
teachings be taught equally as more recent theology and in light of the modern
world.
I question Mr. Marcello's judgement
that the best educational device for religious education is the Catechism of the

Catholic Church. It is not written with
an educational approach, but that of a
reference. If a course strictly devoted to
the Catechism were offered, I doubt it
would be very interesting. I also question Mr. Marcello's assumption that students are being denied a Catholic education. The Religious Studies department
is not one devoted to Theology (that to
which the Catechism is directed), but
includes it among other academic disciplines. No one is holding students back
from courses Catholicism. I suspect
that if Mr. Marcello took courses such
as The Church, The Problem of God,
Grace and the Christian Life,
Christology, of Good News of the Gospels-as well as many others offered-his
informed commentary may be different.
I also criticize the Mirror for consistently printing commentary articles of a
very conservative Catholic perspective
and not printing or inviting commentary
of a different perspective, save two professors' commentaries and one letterto-the -editor signed by the students.
This has been an ongoing debate which
has, in the Mirror's presentation of it,
been largely biased to one side. As a cosigner of the original letter-to-the-editor suggesting the value of conscience
in liberal arts education, and as the coauthor of another letter-to-the-editor
which clarified several mistaken points
in articles concerning the said debate
(which was not published), I, quite honestly, feel a little slighted. There are two
sides to any issue, and this is one important enough to catch the attention of the
Mirror's editorial staff, but apparently
it is not important enough to present
both sides fairly. If the debate is to
continue intelligently, both "sides"
should be given equal opportunity to
discuss. This cannot be a back-andforth issue among a small number of
students, but rather needs to be an open
dialogue among all interested students.
Further, because this really does involve the entire student body, more students should participate in the dialogue.
I would hope that students do get
involved in this discussion. It is a lively
one that confronts each and every
student's perspective on education, on
religion, and on our university community, and it offers a new opportunity to
students to get intellectually involved in
things that really matter. What and how
are we to study Religion and participate
in faith on this campus? Only a small
number have attempted to reply, and
unsigned flyers in Donnarumma calling
inappropriately for Vatican implementation do little to further this discussion.
I would hope to see during the course of
this semester an actual meeting and dialogue among the apparent factions on
campus; an open forum or panel discussion would be ideal to confront and, if
not resolve, at least accept the plurality
of opinions present. Only this way can
we come to a "Common Ground," as
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin suggested,
in our faith and practice.
Sincerely,
BillHusleman '98

Commentary
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Come celebrate the great
taste of Deli Signatures at the
Barone Campus Snack Bar
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Theatre Fairfield presents Ota Benga
David Marceau
Contributing Writer

Theater Fairfield. Wendy
Popeck and Ryan McKinney
played major roles in the
troupe's first two successful
plays, Completely Exposedand
Little Shop of Horrors. These
two will again be making major contributions on the stage.
McKinney will play the character of Verner, and Popeck
has several different roles.
Kelly Fagan, another active
member of Theater Fairfield,
starred in Completely Exposed
and as a member of "On the
Spot," Fairfield's own improv
troupe. She was the stage props
master for Little Shop of Horrors. In the latest production,
she will be portraying one of
the several different Ota
Bengas.
About her general
overall feelings about the play,
Fagan said the play has given
her a new insight into a world
that is often ignored. She said,
"It is interesting because the
entire production is performed
by characters wearing masks.
Only in the end will their faces
be revealed. I hope that many
people will come to see the
show because I think that they
will undoubtedly walk away
having learned something
new."
The production team
and cast include: Carlos Diaz
'97, Kelly Fagan '99, Brian
Hoover '00, Melanie LoBue
'00, Jennifer Manzo '98, Ryan

Ota Benga, Elegy for
the Elephant will be performed
at the Wien Experimental TheaterattheRegina A. Quick Center from February 26 to March
2. The play marks the third production of Theater Fairfield's
1996-1997 season.
Ota Benga is written
by Dr. Ben Halm, Fairfield's
resident playwright; directed by
Dr. Martha LaMonaco, and choreographed by Sarah Franklin.
It will be performed by an ensemble cast, consisting of all
undergraduates.
The story behind the
play is a true one. It is the tale of
an African Pygmy named Ota
Benga, who was brought to the
St. Louis Fair in the United
States in 1904, by Mr. Samuel
Verner. In the fair, Benga was
used as part of an exhibit. He
was situated in a fake pygmy
village, meant to entertain the
American public. After the
World's Fair, Verner brought
Ota Benga back to his homeland of Africa. However, the
pygmy could not read just into
his native culture. The man's
life story continues, as Benga
once again travels to the United
States-this time for good, where
he ends up an inhabitant of the
Bronx Zoo.
Several performers in
Ota Benga aren't newcomers to

McKinney '97, January Merola
'97, Steve O'Connell '00,
Wendy Popeck '97, and Brian
P. Sullivan '97. Also including,
scenic/lighting designer Karl
Ruling, mask designer Lynne
Porter, costume designer Hugh
Hanson, technical director Su-
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san Haggstrom, stage manager
Lisa Littlefield '97, assistant
stage managers Alison Hall
'99 and Erin McLaughlin '99,
costume heads Lora Martinez
'97 and Lorraine Bransfield
'98, and props head Audra
Makuch. •
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New Castlerock release,
Eastwood stars in, directs, and produces Absolute Power
Kristen Sullivan
A & E Editor
Clint Eastwood stars in, directs, and produces the Castlerock Entertainment release "Absolute Power",
a drama adventure surrounding a thief
named Luther Whitney. Eastwood's
character is a master thief and he sets
out to complete his larcenous career
with the ultimate heist.
Luther Whitney plans to execute the robbery with precision and
meticulous detail, but he is not prepared to handle the situation he discovers. Walter Sullivan, (E.G. Marshall)
the wealthy businessman, whom
Whitney plans to rob, is out of town on
business. But Whitney expects

Sullivan's wife, Christy (Melora
Hardin) to be away with her husband,
when in actuality, she's having an affair with the President of the United
States, Alan Richmond (Gene Hackman).
Whitney enters the Washington D.C. mansion to complete the heist,

when he discovers he's not alone in the
house. He can see Richmond and Christy
through the one-way mirror that is in
Sullivan's office. Whitney witnesses a
murder which involves Richmond and
Christy, as well as Secret Service agents,
Tim Collin (Dennis Haybert), Bill Burton
(Scott Glenn) and Chief of Staff, Gloria
Russell (Judy Davis). After the murder,
the perpetrators implicate Luther Whitney
in the crime.
Whitney decides that he cannot
run from the implications, but he fears for
the safety of his estranged daughter, Kate
(Laura Linney), a county prosecutor. Kate
knows of her father's career and the prison
sentences that he served, but Luther wants
to protect her from the situation.
Linney says of her character,
Kate, "she is a woman who was raised by

her mother because she was abandoned by
her father, who is a criminal. Her father is
a thief, which is a profound source of
embarrassment. The impact of this is enormous."
She continues, "Kate is struggling with her identity and her relation-
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ship with her father, which I think a lot of
children of single parents go through.
Unfortunately, her father is suddenly implicated in a major robbery and murder
case, which both intensifies and complicates things."
Seth Frank (Ed Harris) is the
homicide detective assigned to uncover
the case. He suspects Whitney, for the
very detailed nature of the crime, which
involves disarming the mansion's alarm.
Frank begins to conclude that although
Whitney is a thief-he's not a killer.
According to Hackman, his portrayal of a dishonest president may reflect
politicians' lives: "Em afraid my character isn' t a very positive reflection of elected
officials. Alan Richmond isn't exactly an
honorable man and he seems to be burdened with numerous character flaws."
Hackman says he could not fully
identify with the character because, "I try
to find things in myself that could possibly
be the same as this character, but I could
never even aspire to be President of the
United States. I don't have that kind of
interest or background and the whole political scene is actually the antithesis of
what I want to be."

*SS&^ llllis:

Caroline Allen
Contributing Writer
thy Roth and the brief affair between
Allen and Julia Roberts. The characters
were interesting and likeable. They accurately portrayed a family complete with
disagreements, an impending marriage,
and a few broken hearts. Luke Haas is
excellent as the staunch right-wing, black
sheep of the family.
Throughout the 95 minute running time, Allen pays tribute to three of
the most beautiful cities in the world.
The cinematography was breathtaking of
Central Park in New York, gondolas in
Venice, and cafes in Paris. Ultimately,
it's all about love and show-tunes in the
light-hearted look at life. Once again
Woody Allen shows us that it doesn't
take a big budget to make a quality film.

£

Adapted from the best selling
novel by David Balducci, "Absolute
Power" takes place in Washington, D.C.
and Baltimore, Maryland. The screenplay
was written by William Goldman, the
person Eastwood credits with making the
story come alive.
"It was Goldman who deserves
all of the credit for making this script work
cinematically. The characters are more
fully developed to fit in a two-hour time
frame and the relationships are clearer and
more consistent from introduction to conclusion," Eastman said.
With Goldman's help, the characters transcend the novel and become
real to the viewer, with human qualities
and interesting scenarios to portray. "I
liked the Luther Whitney character from
the very beginning. The idea that he's a
thief witnessing another crime was also
appealing because he can't come forward
or go to the police. He's a worthy adversary though, which makes things tough
for the White House staff," Eastman said.
Of "Absolute Power",
Eastman said, "This is a suspenseful, character-driven story, and the actors who
appear...are the best that I could find."

"Everyone Says I Love
You" is a romantic treat
"Everyone Says I Love You"
is a quirky, romantic comedy based
on a wealthy New York family and
their relationships. The only twist?
The characters frequently break into
popular songs from the 30' s and 40' s.
Alan Alda and Goldie Hawn head up
this all-star cast as the parents who try
to teach their children, as well as
Hawn's ex-husband, played by
Woody Allen, lessons about love, politics, and life.
While the movie lacks a central plot, it does give a witty day-to day look at several romances. This
includes the relationship between
Drew Barrymore and ex-con Timo-
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JoAnn Gometz
News Editor
Nearly any American student
studying modern literature reads
Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms, or
at least the Cliff Notes for it, at some
time during their educational career.
Most probably remember that a portion of the book is loosely based upon
Hemingway's own experience in the
first World War. In Love and War
relates that story just as fancifully and
romantically as Hemingway did in his
novel, but it is more true to life.
An idealistic newspaper reporter, Hemingway (the ever-charming Chris O'Donnell), enlists in the
Red Cross serving in Italy. He breaks
free of command and finds his way to
the front, where he bonds with soldiers
in the trenches, and immediately loses
them to enemy fire. He is injured as he,
carries one soldier back behind the
lines.
In the meantime, disheartened
American nurse, Aggie Von Kurowsky
(Sandra Bullock), is posted to a Red
Cross hospital in Italy, where she meets
the cocky Hemingway and helps him
through his recovery. He falls in love
with her and spends a significant portion of the movie trying to convince her
that in spite of their difference in age
and their vastly different views of life,
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she loves him, too.
Eventually Aggie is convinced, and admits her love for
Hemingway in a heart-rending scene
as he departs for America. She is then
forced to choose between the absent
Hemingway and an Italian doctor who
sweeps her away to his family home in
Venice and charms her completely.
Eventually, she returns to America to
seek Hemingway out, only to find the
disenchanted, cynical man that most of
us recognize as the genius of modern
literature.
The movie has a typical
"Hemingway ending," that, amazingly,
does not leave the viewer depressed,
but rather a little more cautious; a little
saddened. One of Aggie's lines relates
this as well as the converse sense of
spontaneity that infuses the viewer.
When asked, "Did you tell him you
loved him?" she replies, "Yes, but I
don't think he heard me."
According to the friends that I
went with, this is a great group or date
movie. Watch out, though, as the guys
first referred to it as a "chick flick,"
until they were reminded of their own
reactions to the beautiful Venetian scenery, the blood of the hospital, and the
cockiness of O'DonnelFs Hemingway.
All-in-all, In Love and War is wonderful, whether for the story, the fantastic
acting, or the lush scenery.

Why Do Women Write More
Letters Than They Send?
addresses loneliness
Kristen Sullivan
A & E Editor
Why Do Women Write More Letters
Than They Send?—A Meditation On the Loneliness of the Sexes, a new book written by
British psychoanalyst Darian Leader addresses
sexual and emotional issues and explores the
differences between men and women regarding loneliness.
Released on Valentine's Day, the
book seeks to uncover the rites and rituals
behind male and female loneliness. Leader
poses answers to questions such as "Why
should relationships run aground on the trivial
question, 'What are you thinking?'" and "If a
letter is written but not sent, at whom is it
really directed?"
Leader writes that men keep their
love letters along with other correspondence,
while women often keep their love letters with
their clothing, as intimate treasures. The differences that linger between men and women
in such areas help Leader to discover how
loneliness, jealousy, guilt and other emotions
play into our lives.
Why Do Women Write More Letters
Than They Send? seems to have been written

Here's your Soap Update
Kristen Sullivan
A&E Editor
All My Children
Trevor pulled Janet to safety and
now worries about her condition. At
Wildwind, Bianca welcomes home
her mother with a Valentine. Mateo,
who ordered flowers for Hayley,
wonders when the flowers haven't
arrived. He calls the florist and
Naomi says she's swamped, but she
accepts an offer from Myrtle to help
her out.
Guiding Light

One Life to Live
Cassie and Kevin find themselves
on the same flight to Rio and they
decide to scheme to get the Brazilian bankers to go along with their
plan. Blair thanks Marty at the
hospital for everything that he's
done to help Starr recover. Max is
introduced to Ian Armitage by a
nervous Maggie. A poetry slam,
organized by Patrick is broadcasted
over WVL.
Days of Our Lives

Buzz promises Jenna that he'll help
her get her baby back, but he tells
her that she must tell him the complete story once they get to Springfield. She tells him that she's with
Jeffrey because the baby belongs to
her-not to Jeffrey. Annie is nervous
about facing Rick and Abby at the
couple's engagement party.

Roy tells Bo that he has a wife who
is expecting a baby and that he stole
money when he lost a bundle in a
fixed g--ime. Bo breaks up a game on
the pier and takes all the game
money. Alice tells Hope to patch
things with Bo, so Hope tells him
that her photo shoot was cancelled
and that her meeting with Franco
was a client dinner.

General Hospital

The Young and the Restless

Alan is humiliated by Ned's testimony and he asks Monica how she
confided into Pierce Dorman. After
watching Pierce gloat, Alan vows to
ruin Pierce's medical career. Ned
begs Lois to stay, but she tells him
that she's not sure that she can ever
trust him again. Monica is worried
about the coverage of the case, but
Emily tells her that she didn't watch
any of it.

With Nick by her side, Sharon wakes
up in the hospital to learn that she
and the baby are fine. Nikki calls
Sharon's mother, who rushes to the
hospital. Grace decides to persue
Victor after Antonio convinces her
that Victor is money-for-the-taking. Cole asks Victoria if she would
consider starting a family, but she
balks at the idea. Nina and Ryan try
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to work their problems out after Nina
discovers a Valentine's note that Ryan
left for her.
Another World
Vicky wakes up from her coma and regains her memory, which leaves Bobby
relieved. She thanks Bobby for watching
over her while she was in her coma. Trying to avoid Grant, Cindy runs through
the hospital in disguise. John's Valentine's
gift to Felicia is to move back into her
apartment, a prospect which excites
Felicia.
The Bold and the Beautiful
Lauren tells Eric that she cannot see him
anymore because she needs her space.
But secretly she wishes she could resume
the relationship. Eric senses that Lauren
doesn't want to end the relationship, but
he doesn't know that Lauren is holding
back so that Stephanie can have the opportunity to get back together with Eric.
Thorne offers to take Taylor away to
Tahiti, but she worries that Ridge will
find out and he'll be furious.
As the World Turns
Susan tries to reach Cal at church to tell
him that Diego raped Emily. Emily slips
away into the rain. Diego won't tell Lily
his secrets until they are married and
Lily decides to marry him anyway, so she
can find out the secrets. After telling Lily
that Diego must be stopped, Margo suffers from a PTS attack.

Why Do Women
Write More Letters Than They
Send? A Meditation on the Loneliness of the Sexes
by Darien
Leader. Pages:
159. Publisher:
Basic Book. Price
$22.00

in the tradition of Men a re from Mars,
Women are from Venus and You Just
Don't Understand. Author, Darian Leader
is a psychoanalyst in London and he is a
Senior Lecturer of psychoanalytic studies at Leeds Metropolitan University.

Area
Theaters
Bridgeport
Showcase

339-7171
Fairfield Cinemas
339-7151
Fairfield
Community
255-6555
M i I f o r d
Showcase
878-5600
Trumbull Marquis
365-6500
Westport Fine
Arts
227-3324
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Coach Nolan on the Women's Basketball drops
two out of three in MAAC
brink of 300th win
competition

Brian Manning
Assistant Sports Editor

With a 61 -58 victory over Niagra
last Saturday, women basketball's coach
Dianne Nolan brought her career win total, here at Fairfield, to an outstanding,
299, just one shy of the 300 win milestone.
Since arriving here at Fairfield
University, Nolan has been putting together a program built around both excellence and respect. Currently in her 18th
year as head coach of the Stags, she is once
again leading her team to a successful
season.
Nolan, a graduate of Glassboro
State College with a degree in health and
physical education and a master's degree
in physical education from the University
of West Virginia, began her coaching career at St. Franscis College in 1974. She
then went on to 3 post-season appearances
in five years before coming to Fairfield.
In her first two years with the
Stags, the team was Division II, but soon
afterward made the jump to the Division I
level in 1981. Nolan and her teams have
been successful ever since.
While at Fairfield, Nolan' s teams
have failed only 4 times in the past 17
seasons to achieve a record of .500 or
better, including 3 twenty win seasons.
Her teams have also captured 2 Metro
Atlantic Athletic Conference titles, and
have made 2 appearances in the NCAA
National Tournament."
Nolan has compiled quite an impressive personal resume while coaching
the Stags as well. She has been named
New England Coach of the Year once,
MA AC Coach of the Year 3 times, All
American Coach by the American
Women's Sports Federation in 1990,
awarded the ECAC Medal of Merit for
services this past spring, and was chosen
as one of the Outstanding Women in Connecticut for her contribution to athletics by
the United Nations Decade for Women in
1987.

Michael Nagy
Staff Writer

Head Coach Dianne Nolan

ph. Sports Info.

On top of her being recognized
for her success locally, Nolan' s career has
achieved national attention. She was
named to the coaching staff of the West
team during the 1990 United States Olympic Festival, and was then named to the
two year position of secretary for the
Women's Basketball Coaches Association. Nolan also served as an assistant
coach for both the United States Junior
Select Basketball team and the United
States World University Team.
Perhaps the most impressive of
all her awards and achievements however, is the simple fact that every senior
that she has coached at Fairfield University has graduated with a degree, and on
time.
So with the woman's basketball
team in the hunt for another MAAC championship, and Coach Nolan on the verge
of recording her 300th win, this season
will go down as a particularly successful
one for Coach Nolan, that will once again
no doubt put her in the record books.

Home
Games...
Come cheer on the men's and women's basketball teams as the seniors play in their
final home game at Alumni Hall!
Women's Basketball vs. Manhattan
Tonight, 7 p.m.
Men's Basketball vs. Niagara
Friday, 7:30 p.m.

The women's basketball team
suffered two heartbreaking losses last
week, yet still clinched second place in
the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference.
This past Monday, the Stags blew a 19
point halftime lead and fell at Canisius
94-90 in double overtime. Two days
earlier, the team shot 56 percent from the
floor in the second half and downed
Niagara by the score of 61-58. Prior to
the Buffalo trip, the women dropped a
71 -69 decision to first place St. Peter's in
a thriller at Alumni Hall. Despite losing
two of their three games, the Stags sewed
up second place in the MAAC and wont
have to play the regular season champion Peahens unless both teams advance
to the conference tournament championship game.
Against Canisius, the Stags used
56 percent shooting to jump out to a 4526 lead at the break. However, the Golden
Griffins poured in 47 points in the second half to send the game into overtime.
With eight seconds remaining in the first
extra session and the game tied at 81,
senior forward Bridget Cleary missed a
free throw that probably would have
given the Stags a victory. In the contest's
second overtime, Fairfield led. 90-86
before the Golden Griffins scored the
game's final eight points to earn the win.
Canisius made up for its poor shooting
(38 percent from the floor) by grabbing
30 offensive rebounds against the Stags'
defense. Fairfield committed 27 turnovers in the contest and lost despite receiving 18 points and 11 rebounds from
Cleary off the bench. Junior forward
Page Driscoll tied a career high with 27
points, while Jessica Grossarth added 21
points.
Against Niagara, the Stags overcame a 31-25 halftime deficit to end the
Purple Eagles' hopes for an upset.
Grossarth led the team with 22 points
and seven rebounds. Sophomore center
Cindy O'Connor added 13 points and
junior guard Chantel Williams chipped
in with 12 points. The Stags' defense
was tough once again, as it held Niagara
to just 36 percent shooting from the
floor.
In the St. Peter's game, Crystal
Robinson hit a lay-up with 0.7 seconds
left to play to give the Peahens a thrilling
two-point victory. Prior to the game
winner, the Stags had taken a 69-67 lead
with 31 seconds left, after O'Connor hit

Page Driscoll scores two of her 27 points against
Canisius
ph. Sports Info.

the front end of a one-and-one. St. Peter's
answered by hitting two free throws of
their own with 17 seconds remaining.
The Peahens got the ball back by playing
tough defense as they tied up Grossarth to
create a jump ball situation. The possession arrow gave the ball back to St. Peter's
and Robinson hit the lay-up 12 seconds
later.
The loss was a difficult one-for
the Stags, who led 38-35 at the half.
Fairfield jumped out to an early lead behind Grossarth's 17 point effort in the first
half. The junior connected on five of
seven three-pointers prior to the break,
but scored just five points for the rest of
the game. St. Peter's grabbed 14 offensive rebounds in the first half to offset its
dismal 33 percent shooting and keep the
game close. The Peahens actually shot
worse in the second half (31 percent), but
once again remained in the contest by
grabbing offensive rebounds and capitalizing on the Stags' 15 second half turnovers. Head coach Diane Nolan noted
that her team's inability to rebound on the
defensive end was the key factor in the
loss.
"We were too concerned with
their three-point shooters," Nolan said.
"We weren't concerned enough with boxing out. But we played strong enough to
win, and we will have to box out better to
beat them in the finals."
Fairfield's final home game is
tonight at 7 p.m. against Iona. The Stags
will finish the regular season at Loyola on
Sunday.

Anyone interested in
helping out with stats
for the Hockey Team,
please call Mike at
x7138.
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Hockey team tops Western
New England in final home
game
Bradley Tarr
Staff Writer
As the end of the regular season nears
for the Fairfield University ice hockey
team, the Stags are beginning to shift
gears in preparation for the rapidly approaching ECAC divisional playoff.
When Fairfield took on Western New
England College on Wednesday, February 12, it marked the final home game for
the Stags this year. However, for senior
defenseman and captain Kevin Ryan,
senior forward John Resnick, and team
statistician Mike Brewster, it would be
the last home game of their careers. The
trio, were appropriately honored for their
service to the team prior to the game.
On this night, the Stags improved their
ECAC South record by handing their
opponent a 4-2 loss. The four goals were
scored by four different Stags, and they
included junior defenseman Andy
Skoglund's first one as a Collegian.
Resnick tallied a goal and an assist, and
sophomore Mike Piagentini added two
assists, to lead the Stags with two points
each.
The turning point of the game occurred
when the Stags were able to kill off a
controversial five minute major penalty
assessed to Kevin Ryan as the second
period wound down. After the penalty
was up, the Stags went insane, ripping
off three goals in the third, virtually
putting the game out of reach.
John True played well between the
pipes, finishing the contest with 31 saves.
The Stags next went on the road on
Friday, February 14, to face non-conference opponent Army. Fairfield had little
chance in this contest, losing 11-2.
There weren't too many highlights to
speak of in this one other than the fact
that Rob Curtis and Russ Flynne scored
goals for the Stags about one minute
apart at the start of the third period.
The Stags next travelled to conference
opponent Quinnipiac on Sunday, February 16.
The Stags found themselves down 1-0
to their hosts in the early going, but later
in the first, the visitors capitalized on a
two man advantage scoring two goals.
In the second period,
Quinnipiac scored again to tie the game

Russell Flynne lines up for a face-off
ph. Sports Info.

at two.
Things began to get extremely interesting in the third however. After
Quinnipiac scored an early goal making
it 3-2, the referees took it upon themselves to start making questionable calls,
putting the Stags in a hole that seemed
to be getting deeper and deeper. Fairfield
found themselves down two men on
two different occasions in the period,
and were down at least one man for sixand-a-half consecutive minutes.
Fairfield was able to kill off four penalties in the final period (10 of 11 for the
game) and hold Quinnipiac scoreless
while doing it.
With one minute remaining, John True
(39 saves) was pulled from the goal, in
the hope that a sixth attacker would
mean the equalizer. The gamble worked
when sophomore Rob Curtis appeared
to have scored with 26.5 seconds remaining in regulation. The goal was
allowed despite a brief protest by
Quinnipiac.
With the score now tied at three,
Fairfield had successfully forced overtime against a tough Quinnipiac team
for the second time this year. And for
the second time, the Stags prevailed.
Once again, it was Curtis, as he was
able to deflect a pass from Kevin Ryan,
past the goalie and into the net, a mere
21 seconds into the extra frame.
The win was huge for the Stags in that,
it not only raised Fairfield's record to 63-1 in the ECAC South, but it kept the
Stags' tourney hopes alive.

Women's Tennis looks strong in
Pittsburg Invitational
Rick Thomson
Sports Editor
The Fairfield University women's
tennis team travelled to Pennsylvania this
past weekend to face some solid competition, including teams from Bucknell College, the University of Akron, Duquene
University, and the University of Pittsburgh at the Pittsburgh Invitational. The
Stags did not compete in the singles Dflight and the doubles A-flight, but advanced to the finals of all five of the remaining singles events and both of the
remaining doubles events.
"All of the teams seemed stronger this year," junior Maureen Canuso said.
"But everybody had tough matches and we
all played well."
Fairfield cruised to victory in the
first two rounds, as only freshman Nancy
Searle's second round match in the Cflight even went to three sets. Searle
dropped the first set 4-6 before bouncing

back and topping her opponent 7-6,6-1.
In the singles finals, Searle and Canuso,
competing in the E-flight, both claimed
straight set victories for the Stags.
Fairfield also got strong efforts from
Lenka Hurton, Mary Liz Fitzpatrick, and
Candice Srubar, who all suffered close,
three-set losses in the finals of their respective flights.
The team of Canuso and
Fitzpatrick also cruised to victory in the
doubles B-flight, while Hurton and
Srubar took home first place in the
doubles C-flight.
Fairfield's next match is this
Thursday, as they travel to West Point to
take on Army. But if the Stags play
anything like they did in Pittsburgh,
Canuso is confident that Fairfield will
come out on top.
"Army always gives us a tough
match," Canuso said. "But we' ve played
well so far this season and have a lot of
positive momentum after this weekend,
so we should be very competitive."
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Athletes of the Week
Sunday
Eniojukan

Kristin
Conlin

Eniojukan, a freshman from Quebec,
Canada recorded a
career high 19
points and 5
rebounds, to help
lead the men's basketball team to a
84-75 overtime victory vs. Marist last
Wednesday. He
then chipped in 8
points and 5 rebounds in a win
over
Manhattan.

Conlin, a freshman
from West
Springfield, Mass
set school records
in the 1650 meter
freestyle with a
time of 18:04.34
and the 400 meter
individual medley
in the MAAC
Swimming
Championships
this past weekend.

Men's Tennis team
drops first two matches
of season
Rick Thomson
Sports Editor
The Fairfield University men's
tennis team was back in action this past
weekend as they travelled to Central
Connecticut for matches against a pair of
tough competitors. The Stags lost their
first match to Central Connecticut 4-2,
then dropped a 6-1 decision to a very
talented Providence squad that was much
more closer than the score suggests
In the Central Connecticut
match, freshman John Coakley and
sophomore Brian Robertson, competing at number one and five singles respectively, recorded the only two victories for the Stags. Coakley's match went
right down to the wire, as the stellar
freshman outlasted his opponent 7-6 in
the third set to seal his first win of the
new year.
"John (Coakley) played very
well," junior co-captain Dave Briones
said. "As a team, we have only practiced
three times since the fall season ended,
so we were a little rusty. But w
e'llbe
ready when we get another chance against
Central Connecticut at the end of March."
Against Providence, which

ranks among the top 40 men's tennis programs in the nation, Fairfield looked much
sharper, but couldn't seem to get the big
points when they needed them most. Sophomore Brendan Gaentner recorded the lone
victory for the Stags. In one of many close
matches on the day, Gaentner split the first
two sets of his singles match before taking
the final set 6-4. Coakley dropped a tight 76, 6-2 decision to his opponent while
Robertson hung tough in his match before
finally being outlasted 6-4 in the final set.
Briones also played a pair of very close sets,
but also came up a bit short, 7-5, 6-4.
"I had set points, but Ijust couldn't
serve it out," Briones said after his match.
"But as a team, we played amazing, every
match was good."
Fairfield will spend the next couple
of weeks preparing for their trip to Deerfield
Beach, Florida, formatches against Stetson,
Rollins, and Nova, three highly-regarded
schools from the sunshine state. With a
little bit of practice, Briones is confident
that the Stags will be competitive.
"Stetson, Rollins, and Nova are all
really good teams," Briones said. "But we
have a strong nucleus returning for the
Spring, and we should do well.

Get your tickets for next week's
MAAC Basketball Tournament in
Buffalo at Alumni Hall.
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Men's Basketball scores two
big league wins
Brian Manning
Assistant Sports Editor
The Fairfield University men's basketball team finally managed to snap a fivegame losing skid last Wednesday, in a wild 84-75 overtime
win over Marist at Madison
Square Garden.
With the Stags maintaining the lead for almost the
entire game, and a win seemingly within reach, the team suddenly fell apart with eight minutes left. Reverting back to
their "play-of-old," Fairfield
blew a 14 point lead, allowing
the Red Foxes to tie the game.
With ten seconds left
in the game and the score tied
66-66, sophomore Kyle
Commidore was setting up the
last shot, but it was stolen by a
Marist player. There was then a
scramble for the ball at midcourt. Marist was convinced
that there should have been a
foul called, but the referees did
not agree, and the contest was
sent into overtime.
Were it not for a career high 19 point effort from
freshman Sunday Eniojukan,
and a few key dunks from freshman John Tice (13 points), the
Stags may not have been so
lucky. Commidore also chipped
in with 11 points, and senior
Greg Francis added 10 points, 5
assists.
However, the team
kept their composure, played
tight de.ense in the overtime
period, and came away with the
victory. With the victory,
Fairfield improved its record to
7-15.

God Bless America
...and the referees
Rick Thomson
Sports Editor

Greg Francis helped lead the Stags to a pair of victories this week
In Saturday's game, the
Stags must have been encouraged by their exciting win over
Marist, as they continued to play
well in a hard fought, 68-67 win
over Manhattan at Alumni Hall.
Just as encouraging as
the much needed league victory,
were the inspirational performances turned in by senior Shannon Bowman and sophomore
Didier Bouchard.
Bowman, who has been
struggling since suffering a
sprained ankle in January, recorded 11 points, eight rebounds,
and four assists, his best numbers since his injury.

Bouchard helped lift
the Stags to victory by scoring a
team-high 15 points, despite having to fight off the pain of the 20
stitches in his mouth needed to
patch up a cut that he received
during the game against Marist.
Hopefully, these two
wins are a sign of building momentum and team confidence in
what has been a tough year for
the Stags. As the MAAC tournament approaches, it becomes
more and more important that
the team overcome their nagging injuries and play at their
peak level.

Swim Team has record
setting day at MAACS
Jeff Woelpper
Staff Writer
This past weekend, it
was Fairfield vs. the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference in the
annual league championships
heldatMaristCollege. TheStags
held their own and proved to be
tough competitors in this meet
despite going up against a field
featuring many big swimming
programs. Both the men and
women placed sixth in this strong
field.
"I believe that this was
the best meet we had all year,"
head coach Phil Palumbo said.
"The team swam extremely
well."
The Stags put forth
many spectacular performances
and set several new school
records. During his sixth place
finish in the 100 meter breaststroke, Pete Fox set a school
record with a time of 1:03.27.
Fox also set a new mark in the

200 meter breaststroke
(2:17.89), while finishing fourth
in the race. Chris Warenkiewicz
broke the Fairfield record when
he swam 2:02.67 in his fifth
place finish in the 200 meter
individual medley. He also
teamed up with Fox, Mike Griek,
and Brian Digiacomo to set a
school record in the 200 meter
medley relay with a time of
1:42.29. Also for the men, junior diver Eric Mundt placed seventh in both the one and three
meter dives.
On the women's side,
Kristin Conlin set two records
in one race when she finished
second in the 1650 meter
freestyle with atime of 18:04.34.
During this race, her time of
10:54.22 atthe lOOOmetermark
was also good for a school
record. Conlin also placed third
in the 500 meter freestyle and
set a school record in the 400
meter individual medley. Julie
Thorson set a school record in

the 100 meter backstroke with a
time of 1:02.01 during her third
place finish. The 200 meter
medley relay team of Thorson,
Nancy Longo, Gretchen Fielder,
and Kate Lawless capped off
their impressive season with a
record-breaking time of 1:55.91
and a second place finish in the
conference finale. Also, the team
of Thorson, Longo, Veronica
Leddy, and Fielder set a new
school mark in the 400 meter
medley with a time of 4:16.61.
"I'm very excited with
the way the team swam," coach
Palumbo said. "We had some
very tough, hard swims with
some great times."
Next week, Fairfield
will send Kristin Conlin and Eric
Mundt to the ECAC championships at Gloucester Community
College. They will be competing against some of the best
swimmers and divers on the east
coast for a chance to qualify for
the nationals.

Monday marked another passing of President's Day, the
holiday designed to honor the men who have guided our country in
the spirit of democracy. While all of these men will forever hold
a place in United States history for attaining such a prestigious
position, there has never been a single Commander in Chief who
hasn't had to endure some scrutiny from the American people. For
example, George Washington certainly must have been criticized
by environmentalists of the late 18th century for chopping down
cherry trees. William Howard Taft's girthsome figure was rather
unbefitting to a man in such a high position, arid he will forever live
in infamy for getting stuck in his own bath tub. Even today, Bill
Clinton is examined with a close eye for his unhealthy eating habits
and for daring to wear short shorts on his morning jogs. But the
criticism goes along with the territory, and in the end, the important
thing is that the ideals of the constitution are upheld.
Since the evolution of athletic competition, there has been
a similar group of individuals whose duties are not unlike those of
the President of the United States. However, I feel that criticism of
these people isn't quite as acceptable. Game after game, these men
and women have walked into stadiums armed with nothing more
than a striped shirt and a whistle and have tried their best to make
sure the game is played fairly. They are the referees, and on a day
when the the great men whose dedication to the integrity of the
United States was recognized by the American people, I also found
it fitting as a sports fan to take a few moments to recognize the
importance of the men and women in stripes who strive to maintain
order in the face of criticism and are a vital necessity to athletic
competition on every level.
Bashing the officials is a tradition older than skipping
class on Fridays. Sure, it's fun to tell the refs to get some glasses,
choke on their whistles, or go back to foot locker. But it's
impossible to appreciate how demanding and pressure-filled the
job of refereeing a game in front of thousands of spectators is from
the bleachers or from your living room sofa. Officials in all sports
are very well-trained and are constantly tested. They must give
every bit of their attention to the game, because if they happen to
miss something, there is a good chance that many screaming fans
saw it and will be more than happy to let the refs know all about it.
And for a hockey referee, the job is even tougher. These brave souls
have to dodge flying pucks, deal with hard-core, beer-guzzling fans
pressed up against the glass, and even have to take a few punches
when breaking up fights, all while trying to keep their balance on
a pair of ice skates. To me, that seems to be a task as difficult as
balancing the federal budget.
Modern technology has also found a way to make the
referee's life that much worse. Instant replays on scoreboards in
stadiums and on television gives the spectators a chance to moan
and groan about questionable calls. Early in the 1990's, officials
in the National Football League had to deal with the humiliation of
having their decisions overturned by a bunch of guys who sat up in
the replay booth and were given a few minutes to look at a play with
the aid of several camera angles and slow-motion replays. This
tedious process of reversing a judgement initially made by a single
man in a split second was brought about by eccentric coaches,
owners, and players who sought to slow the game down to a snail's
pace and at the same time, get a kick out of making the officials look
incompetent. Thankfully, owners decided to dump the instant
replay three years ago, most likely due to pressure from television
networks and prime time television viewers who were sick of
having their favorite shows cut short by marathon football games.
So in the end, whether you like them or not, referees are
essential to sports. While vast technological advances are making
humans obsolete in so many areas, the failure of the instant replay
in the NFL proves that the computer monster hasn't gotten the best
of the referees yet. Former President Dwight Eisenhower once
said, "Farming looks mighty easy when your plow is a pencil and
you're a thousand miles from the cornfield." Well, the same can be
said of officiating. And if you're one of those people who always
blames everything that goes wrong for your team on the referee,
then I suggest you strap on some overalls, fire up the John Deere,
and head out to the fields.

